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i'm going to just make a short talk and hopefully we can have some time for questions and discussion i want 
to begin by thanking one person particularly jim lazar i think the fact that we're here today is a testimony to 
our respect for jim the work that he's done over the past several decades i had the privilege of working with 
jim on what became the jfk records act of 1992 which resulted in the declassification of many of the 
government's files on this subject at the time i was a legislative assistant to representative lee hamilton in the 
u.s house of representatives our original bill would have just declassified the files of the house select 
committee which could have been done by a simple vote of the house however this had been blocked in the 
congress for over a decade after the release of oliver stone's film jfk tremendous wave of public support 
made it possible for us to expand the scope of the bill to include all government agencies and to pass the bill 
through both houses of congress and have it signed by president bush shortly before the 1992 election i'd 
like to say that lee hamilton deserves a great amount of credit for his work both publicly and behind the 
scenes in the congress which enabled this bill to be passed i would also like to say that oliver stone deserves 
great credit for his courage in making jfk the film and putting the subject the national agenda and john 
newman also deserves credit for that bill and he actually i just want to show this he just gave me this that i 
had 
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he just gave me this that i had forgotten about this is a free the files button which was part of our campaign in 
the congress which ultimately resulted in that legislation and i believe about two or three million pages of 
documents have been released under that bill so thank you to john among others i later went to work with 
oliver stone and helped produce the film nixon among other things but i'd also like to say a word about 
another person that i worked for in the senate and that's john kerry now the secretary of state as you may 
know john kerry made a statement last year in a televised interview with tom brokaw for the 50th anniversary 
of the kennedy assassination he said he did not believe that oswald acted alone that he had too many 
suspicious connections and that there had to have been others involved in the assassination to my 
knowledge john kerry is the most senior government official and certainly the only one in this administration 
to have the courage to say publicly that there had to have been a plot and i'd also like to just say a word 
about one other person who's here that's my father dr david hamburg i appreciate his support as president of 
the institute of medicine in washington and later as head of the carnegie foundation in new york he worked 
closely with senator ted kennedy on health care legislation and on arms control initiatives with ted sorensen 
mcgeorge bundy and robert mcnamara to help carry on the legacy of president kennedy and his brother 
robert kennedy so i want to give him the credit he deserves for those efforts and i think we all share ina 
sense of admiration for president kennedy not only for what he did in his short time in office but what he 
might have done if president kennedy had lived i believe he would have ended the cold war decades before 
it finally came to a close the vietnam war would not have been fought as john newman has documented and 
thousands of lives would have been saved america would have been a different place but that is 
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different place but that is what might have been so my real interest in this case started probably around the 
time of the 25th anniversary in 1988 shortly after that i began to work for lee hamilton got in touch with jim 
lazar i began to feel that what was needed was not more theories but more facts it was this feeling that led to 
my work with jim on the jfk bill and to some personal investigations to certain aspects the assassination over 
the next few years in 1994 in 1995 i had the good fortune of meeting at different times with two very 
interesting characters in this saga who are on opposite ends of the political spectrum fabian escalante and e 
howard hunt they never met each other but i was able to spend time with both over the next decade or so 
and got to know them both i felt that each in his own way had valuable information to contribute to this 
subject first i want to talk a little bit about fabian escalante and his investigation i had the opportunity to go to 
cuba in 1994 and spend two weeks there in discussions with escalante his colleague arturo rodriguez 
brazilian author claudia furiotti and others part of the discussion was about a possible film about the cuban 
missile crisis but a great deal of time was devoted to discussing his investigation into the jfk assassination on 
behalf of the cuban government i had additional opportunities to meet with escalante at a conference in rio 
de janeiro in 1995 at conferences in havana in 2001 and 2002. escalante is a former chief of cuban 
counterintelligence with the rank of general in charge of preventing plots against fidel castro and attacks on 
cuba since the early 1960s obviously he has a bias and a point of view given his position in cuba however 
he's also a very experienced intelligence professional with deep knowledge of cuban exile groups and the cia 
mafia plots against castro and cuba escalante had collaborated with claudia firiati on a book called zr rifle the 
plot to kill kennedy and castro which was 
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and castro which was published in 1994. the preface to the book contains this quote from escalante quote 
the bringing to light of the truth about this atrocious murder is the responsibility of the u.s authorities our 
endeavors concerning this case have been mainly directed at making it clear to us and world public opinion 
that we had nothing to do with this horrible crime we believe that the allegations of our government's 
involvement in the assassination were aimed at justifying a military invasion to overthrow the cuban 
revolution this summarizes the thesis of claudia furotti's book and of escalante's investigation her book is 
based on a series of interviews with escalante and material from cuban classified files which was made 
available for the first time for the book escalante later wrote his own book on the subject called jfk the cuba 
files the untold story of the plot to kill Kennedy which was published in 2006. by the way i think it's interesting 


that escalante's version is very close to what we heard yesterday from antonio vestiana so they basically 
agree in fact vestiana told me that escalante had asked to meet with him in mexico but that never happened 
anyway in his book escalante provides his information and analysis the events leading up to kennedy's 
assassination names the people he considers to be the prime suspects in the case he includes extensive 
background information on these individuals i just want to show you the two books i think if anybody is 
interested this is claudia's book and uh this is escalante's book and so if you're interested you can order 
them by the way i've also i've brought copies of my own book on this subject and also a book by saint john 
hunt about his father howard hunt and these are 
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are free and available to anybody who wants to take one so with my compliments i'm just going to quickly list 
some of the top suspects that escalante named and if we have more time we can get into some of these later 
eladio del valle armenia diaz-garcia these are all cubans antonio vestiana manolito rodriguez aka emmanuel 
r scarbero manuel salvat carlos bringier victor hernandez espinosa and sergio arcacha smith escalante also 
named david phillips e howard hunt david morales richard helms and santos trafante as prime suspects as 
well and he believed that richard helms was in charge of the conspiracy that he was the top person and then 
just by way of contrast i'll just name eight people that were named by e howard hunt late in his life as his 
suspects in the plot some of which i don't agree with lyndon johnson court meyer david phillips william harvey 
antonio vestiana frank sturgis david morales and lucian sarti uh by the way i don't share his view on vestiana 
i don't believe that he was part of a conspiracy as far as i Know and i think it's interesting uh let me just say i'll 
say one thing which escante emphasized to me and also in his book mr cerviciano has courageously stated 
that he did meet with david phillips in dallas in the presence of lee harvey oswalt escalante said that as an 
experienced intelligence professional he did not believe that david phillips would bring two of his agents at 
the same place at the same time unless he wanted them to meet and had a reason for doing so he believed 
that the reason might have been that phillips would want oswald who was about to travel to mexico city to get 
in touch with a relative of vestiana's name guillermo ruiz a cuban diplomat in the mexico embassy who was 
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diplomat in the mexico embassy who was related to vestiana's wife this might have been related to oswald's 
efforts to obtain a visit to vi to visa to visit cuba he believed this would be a more logical explanation than 
simply a chance encounter between phillips festiana and oswald and dallas i would also add as john knows 
that escalante firmly believed that the real harvey oswald had visited the cuban embassy in mexico city and 
did not believe there had been an oswald imposter at the embassy uh he believed the imposter scenario was 
too complex and not realistic for an intelligence operation of this kind but i know that you've discussed john 
newman has discussed this with escalante and i'm sure you've covered this in in your writings he also 
believes the preponderance of the evidence including the eyewitness testimony of cubans working at the 
embassy showed that the man there was in fact oswald and not an imposter i want to briefly discuss the two 
individuals who escalante named as his top subjects and who we believe were in dallas on november 22nd 
these are eladio del valle and erminio diaz garcia in her book claudia furiotti asked escalante are there tracks 
left by some cubans who might have been a marksman in dallas he responded eladio yito del valle was 
brutally murdered on the same day that david ferry died in mysterious circumstances on the eve of testifying 
about his participation in the dallas assassination gito del valle has an extensive history in our files a former 
parliamentarian in the batista era he was also an agent of military intelligence service during the dictatorship 
he was a partner of santos trafficante and smuggling operations during the pre-revolutionary years and he 
fled the united states on january 1 1959 when castro took over immediately after he arrived in exile he joined 
the conspiracies of carlos prio and tony verona who were who were associated with david ferry the 
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were associated with david ferry the pilot they used for their subversive expeditions against cuba the 
investigations of ito take us to santos traffic conte where we encounter one of his henchmen and buddies an 
old cuban gangster hermino diaz-garcia who tony summers mentioned yesterday this character was involved 
in an anti-government conspiracy in havana up until going to exile in 1962. the criminal record of armenio 
diaz is extensive but paid assassin for the dictator trujillo in 1948 he murdered in mexico a cuban named 
rogelio hernandez from whom he took the victim's surname as the pseudonym in 1957 again under the 
orders of trujillo un he attempted to murder the president of costa rica jose figueres he was subsequently 
detained in that country both uto del valle and hermino diaz were expert shooters if you carefully check the 
descriptions given by witnesses of the dallas crime gathered together by garrison as well as the warren 
commission you're going to find that four people mentioned having seen in the book depository quote two 
latinos or cubans one of them black with an unmistakable bald patch on their heads these descriptions 
correspond to hermino who was mulatto and ito del valle who was white but with a dark complexion both had 
unmistakable bald patches all this permits us to conclude that cuban agents the cia ermino diaz and eladio 
del valle participated in the assassination of kennedy in his 2000 book escalante added that additional 
information had been provided him by antonio tony questa the cuban exile leader who had been imprisoned 
in cuba and was about to be released in 1978. escalante wrote shortly after his release years later antonio 
cuesta confirmed affirmed that ermino diaz and eladio del valle were part of the kennedy assassination 
operation according to cuesta they arrived in dallas on november 20 1963 and 
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dallas on november 20 1963 and subsequently handled large sums of money he affirmed that he learned this 
from hermino diaz who had referred to it on one occasion and his book also has a lot of additional detail 
about this and then you heard already from tony summers about an additional witness that he interviewed 
sort of confirming this story so i won't repeat that i'd also like to speak briefly about my conversations with e 
howard hunt i met howard hunt in 1995 when we were filming the movie nixon in los angeles we brought 
hunt out from miami to serve as a consultant on the film i spent substantial time talking with hunt who was of 
course a key figure in watergate hunt had been a cia officer since the early 1950s and even before that with 
his precursor the oss he had been involved in many of the agencies black ops including the 1954 coup in 
guatemala and the bay of pigs operation in 1961. i believe that hunt may have been involved in the plot 
against jfk or at least would have a substantial knowledge of who was involved at that time in 1995 he was 
not prepared to open up and talk about this subject however a decade later i received a call from hunt's son 
saying that he was now prepared to talk and even to collaborate on a book and i should mention that as you 
may know nixon on the watergate tapes appeared to be very afraid of hunt he said this fellow hunt he knows 
too much this is going to blow open the whole bay of pigs thing and this is going to be very dangerous for the 
cia and then his chief of staff haldeman later said that the bay of pigs thing was a code word for the kennedy 
assassination so i flew to miami i spent about a week interviewing hunt on film with his son saint john hunt 
ultimately i felt that hunt who was in his 80s and in a wheelchair was very conflicted and could not fully open 
up and tell what he knew i believe that part of him wanted to do 
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i believe that part of him wanted to do so with the encouragement of his son saint john this is all covered in 
saint john's book but he was under tremendous pressure from other members of his family and also his 
lawyer not to do so i decided that i could not work with him on a book under these circumstances and 
withdrew from the project he later completed the book with another writer which was published shortly after 
his death under the title american spy however hunt did make many interesting comments both in writing and 
verbally which he would not repeat on camera he wrote out a handwritten memo for st john along with some 
other notes and diagrams giving his version of the assassination story i just want to quote what hunt wrote in 
his memo which is reproduced in saint john's book and he used some code names but then he later provided 
a key to what those were so i'll just read you the clear version uh so he wrote 1962 Ibj recruits court meyer 
1963. court meyer discusses plot with david phillips and he brings in william harvey and antonio vestiana he 
meets with oswald in mexico city that year fistiana meets with frank sturgis in miami and enlists david 


morales in anticipation of killing jfk there but Ibj changes itinerary to dallas citing personal reasons in miami 
sturgis tells hunt that he's buying guns for some friends who could be mafia or cuban activists sturgis brings 
morales to a meeting he has with hunt where the big event is referred to after morales leaves sturgis he says 
are you with us hunt replies that he can't make a decision without knowing what the big event is when sturgis 
says killing kennedy hunt is incredulous doesn't have a lot of faith in sturgis and says you've got everything 
you need why do you need me surges replies that hunt could help covering up hund says he won't get 
involved in anything involving bill harvey who's an alcoholic psycho that's probably 


00:18:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=IEGvohEBp1E&t=1080s 





psycho that's probably true uh that ends hunt's part he resumes normal life and does not see sturgis until 
bernard barker brings him into the watergate break-in like the rest of the country hunt is stunned by jfk's 
death this is all part of his memo and realizes how lucky he is not to have had a direct role in danbury federal 
prison after watergate sturgis and hunt reflect on the big event oswald is dead so the feds have nobody to 
prosecute sturgis speculates that jack ruby was selected to kill oswald by the mob sergius reveals that one of 
the dallas shooters was a foreigner that's the end of the memo so this is a remarkable memo or whatever 
hunt's motivations were in writing it howard hunt specialized in the black arts of propaganda and 
disinformation for the cia so he may very well have applied this training in writing this it should be treated with 
a great deal of skepticism it may contain elements of truth as well as speculation hearsay and even 
fabrication i've analyzed on statements extensively in an appendix to st john's book i don't have time to go 
into it now but i'll say that i'm very skeptical of his statements with regard to Ibj and court meyer as well as 
jessiana i will say that since hunt was a lifetime cold warrior and a strong supporter of the anti-castro 
movement it would seem to me that if he had wanted to construct a holy fictional scenario he would have 
written one which implicated fidel castro in the assassination rather than his opponents ultimately the 
statements of fabian escalante and e howard hunt should be treated like information from any other source 
with rigorous skepticism and analysis based on the known facts and corroborating information i will leave it to 
you to draw your own conclusions i'd like to close by quoting words which you may have heard before but 
words that president kennedy spoke in his famous speech at american university not far from here on june 
10 1963 he made clear his intention to work for peace in the world and to try to end the cold war 
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and to try to end the cold war kennedy said quote enmities between nations as between individuals do not 
last forever if we cannot now end our differences at least we can make the world safe for diversity for in the 
final analysis our most basic link is that we all inhabit this small planet we all breathe the same air we all 
cherish our children's future and we are all mortal end quote president kennedy is now gone but i hope his 
vision will continue to inspire all of us thank you so i think we have about 10 minutes if anybody wants to 
make a comment i'd love to hear it or have a question or whatever ever yes why he did not disclose to the 
hsca his understanding of conspiracy well i believe he did meet with the hsca as i understand it i don't know i 
he didn't he didn't explain that but he he said that he had conducted an investigation you know at the request 
of the cuban government and that he had presented it at that time to them and as i understand it i believe 
members of committee met with castro and maybe some other officials right right so i don't know i don't know 
i can't do you know said if anybody knows because we know how strong your intended network was 


00:22:02 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch ?v=IEGvohEBp1E&t=1322s 





how strong your intended network was you would know tell us what you Know yeah well i don't know i think 
that obviously you know scuba is very secretive country a lot of this stuff was classified in cuba at that time 
and i think as he said in his introduction that he felt it was responsible for the us authorities to solve the crime 
yeah i don't know i can't tell you anymore you can read it in his book john maybe the point that is valid here is 
it true that after speaking with us we've had two sessions one of the yeah that's true what happened was uh 
at least this is my understanding there was an incident which you might recall in 1996 where the cubans shot 
down a plane with some people from brothers to the rescue and which is an anti-castro group and that 


caused a big deep freeze in u.s cuban relations and led to the passage of the helmsburton act and i believe 
fabian escalante was considered to be too close to some americans and and therefore he was placed what 
they called encasa meaning under house arrest this is all in my book but uh so he and i had extensive talks 
in 2001 2002 with ricardo allarcone who was a very high official the cuban government about why escalante 
could not get his book published and he said politically it wasn't possible but uh later a few years later it was 
published that's all i can tell you okay yeah no he said he got the information from tony cuesta in 1978 now 
why he didn't make it public until 1994 i don't know except that that yeah well 
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i don't know except that that yeah well i don't know yes i just want to comment that um at nara i once saw a 
cia document that referred to dell ia and somebody on the original i had helpfully penciled in the number of 
values two or one files in the margin interesting and they immediately revised they don't release that kind of 
file i also noticed the document that the much lined and rather wow well as i understand the device file is one 
of those that is still being withheld by the cia and i know jeff morley has put it on maybe his top 10 list of files 
that he would like to see released and i would certainly like to see that too so okay any other comments 
questions all right well thank you very much 


END 


